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MINUTE. 

Monthly  Meeting  of   EUou  Orange   Lodge,    1640,    held  on  Wednesday 
Evening,  July  2nd,   J834. 

11  Resolved, 

That  it  is  the  unanimous  feeling  of  the  Members  of  this  Lodge,  that 
our  respected  and  talented  Brother,  the  Rev.  J.  B.  M'Crea,  be  requested  to 
publish  the  excellent  Sermon  preached  by  him  on  the  1st  instant,  and  de- 
dicate the  same  to  the  Master  and  Brethren  of  Eldon  Orange  Lodge,   1640." 

Lodge  Booms,  July  9th,  1854, 
licv.  Sir  and  Brother, 

Pursuant  to  the  toish  of  the  Lodge,  I  beg  leave  to  forward  you  the  annexed 
Resolution,  and  remain, 

Sir  and  Brother, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
HENRY  TEELE  BUTLER,  Sec. 
Bcv.  J.  B.  M'Crea  Upper  Sackville-Street. 


TO 
THE    MASTER,    DEPUTY    MASTER,    AND    BRETHREN, 

OF 

ELDON  ORANGE  LODGE, 

1640. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brethren, 

Your  approval  of  the  sentiments  expressed  in  the  com- 
memoration Sermon  of  the  1st  inst.  indicated  by  the  desire 
that  it  may  be  published,  and  dedicated  to  your  respectable 
section  of  the  Orange  Institution,  induce  a  ready  acqui- 
escence in  a  request  which  is  not  more  grateful  than  it  was 
unexpected.  To  avoid  the  appearance  of  affectation,  I 
shall  offer  no  apology  for  the  arrangement  or  stile  of  a  dis- 
course, in  which,  whilst  it  has  many  features  of  extempore 
oratory,  the  preacher  frankly  confesses  he  did  the  best  he 
could. 

I  am,  Dear  Sir  and  Brethren, 
Your  Brother  Protestant, 

And  Faithful  Servant  in  Christ, 
J.  B.  M'CREA,  t.c.d.  d.g.c. 

Grand  Chaplain  City  of  Dublin. 


DISCOURSE. 


DEUTERONOMY,  xxxii.  5o. 

THE. LORD  SHALL  JUDGE  HIS  PEOPLE,  AND  REPENT  HIMSELF  FOR  HIS  SERVANTS; 
WHEN  HE  SEF.TH  THAT  THEIR  POWER  IS  GONE,  AND  THERE  IS  NONE  SHUT  UP 
OR  LEFT. 


Man  is  a  creature  of  expectation ;  living  more  on  the 
anticipation  of  the  future  than  the  enjoyment  of  the  pre- 
sent or  the  memory  of  the  past.  That  to-morrow  shall  be 
as  this  day  and  much  more  abundant,  is  a  common  illu- 
sion, that  depreciates  the  blessings  in  possession  and 
obliterates  the  grateful  impression  of  mercies  that  are  gone. 
It  is  peculiar  to  a  Christian  to  combine  the  past,  the  pre- 
sent, and  the  future,  in  his  habitual  contemplation  of  that 
Divinity  that  shapes  our  fortunes,  and  makes  all  things 
work  together  for  good  to  them  who  are  the  people  of  God. 
Of  this  we  have  an  example  in  the  apostle  Paul,  whose 
contentment  under  existing  dangers  is  in  a  great  measure 
drawn  from  the  review  of  past  deliverances,  and  from  the 
assurance  that  God  is  faithful,  who  will  not  suffer  his 
people  to  be  tempted  above  that  they  are  able,  but  will 
with  the  temptation  also  make  a  way  to  escape ;  for  he 
that  hath  delivered  us  doth  deliver,  in  whom  we  trust  that 
he  will  yet  deliver  us.  Similar  to  this  are  the  conduct  and 

Rom.  viii.  28.      1  Cor.  x.  13.      2  Cor.  i.   10*. 


principle  of  the  Jewish  leader  on  the  occasion  of  the  text. 
The  whole  chapter  may  be  called  the  dying  charge  of  Moses, 
the  man  of  God,  wherewith  he  charged  the  Israelites  before  his 
death.  Partly  historic,  partly  didactic,  and  partly  prophetic, 
it  takes  a  sublime  view  of  moral  Providence,  recounts  the 
mighty  acts  of  righteousness  and  grace  which  Jehovah  had 
done  for  Israel,  and  foretels  alike  the  goodness  and  seve- 
rity of  the  Lord,  in  that  administration  of  his  government 
by  which  the  church  is  ultimately  to  prevail  in  all  nations, 
to  the  joy  of  all  people.  Let  us  this  day,  my  hearers,  join 
in  the  holy  convocation  at  the  Mount  of  Abarim,  which  is 
over  against  Jericho.  Let  us  attend  to  the  venerable 
Prince  of  Jeshuren,  standing  on  the  limit-line  of  both 
worlds,  and  pouring  out  the  expressions  of  his  patriotic 
soul  in  the  language  of  our  text.  Hear,  mark,  and  digest 
the  important  truths  involved  in  the  inspired  declaration, 
"  The  Lord  shall  judge  his  people,  and  repent  himself  for 
his  servants ;  when  he  seeth  that  their  power  is  gone,  and 
there  is  none  shut  up  or  left."  My  plan  for  the  improve- 
ment of  this  scripture,  and  in  commemoration  of  God's 
gracious  acts  to  our  fathers,  leads  me  to  observe, 

I. — That  Almighty  God  is  the  arbiter  of  his 
people. — The  question  forthwith  arises  upon  this  propo- 
sition, who  are  they  that  lay  claim  to  this  distinguishing 
privilege  ?  It  is  evident  that  "  his  people,"  is  a  distinctive 
designation  ;  and  whilst  it  must  be  admitted  that  it  is  used 
immediately  of  the  Hebrew  nation,  which  the  Lord  chose 
for  himself  from  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  few,  I 
suppose,  will  doubt  the  propriety  of  extending  it  beyond 
this  narrow  limit.  Otherwise,  the  Scripture,  which  came 
not  in  old  time  by  the  will  of  man,  but  holy  men  of  God 


spake  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  were  of* 
little  use  to  us  for  whose  learning  it  is  said  to  have 
been  written.  We  cannot,  however,  consent  to  the  lati- 
tudinarian  doctrine  which  forms  one  feature  of  the  spirit 
of  the  age,  that  persons  of  all  religions  and  no  religion  are 
alike  the  subjects  of  Divine  complacency,  and  to  be  in- 
cluded in  such  benedictions  as  that  under  our  notice.  If, 
my  brethren,  there  is  no  authority  superior  to  the  acci- 
dental and  capricious  sentiments  of  the  human  mind, — if 
there  are  no  fixed  and  immutable  principles  to  regulate  the 
moral  conduct  and  to  justify  the  moral  responsibility  of 
men,  then  is  religion  a  factitious  and  an  idle  invention  ;  then 
are  the  Scriptures  a  cunningly  devised  fable  ;  then  is  there 
no  moral  Providence  to  illustrate  the  perfections  and  to 
vindicate  the  character  of  the  living  God  ;  then,  let  us  eat 
and  drink,  for  to-morrow  we  die.  Such,  indeed,  would 
appear  to  be  the  opinion  of  certain  who  now  occupy 
the  high  estates  in  this  once  religious  country ;  who  hold 
the  reins  of  government  with  the  unsteady  hand  of  reckless 
licentiousness  ;  and  straiten  or  relax  the  bridle  of  the  state 
with  pusillanimous  submission  to  the  fluctuating  passions 
of  an  evil  and  adulterous  generation.  One  noble  personage, 
who  can  see  nothing  to  prefer  in  the  moral  tendency  of  a 
scriptural  or  an  antiscriptural  system,  regards  Protestant- 
ism in  one  section  of  the  empire,  and  Popery  in  another, 
and  Bhudduism  in  a  third,  as  equally  legitimate  and 
equally  good.  (1)  Another  learned  lord,  whose  theological 
science  little  qualifies  him  to  keep  the  conscience  of  his 
sovereign,  avows  his  conviction  that  a  man  is  no  more 
accountable  for  his  faith  than  for  the  color  of  his  skin.  (2) 
Even  a  most  reverend  prelate   is  found  to  rest  the  obliga- 
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lion  of  the  Christian  sabbath  on  mere  human  expediency  ; 
and  to  admit  the  authority  of  man's  tradition  as  paramount 
to  the  authority  of  God.  No  marvel  that  by  a  confederacy 
of  such  philosophers  the  oracles  of  heaven  should  be  pro- 
hibited to  meet  the  bigotry  of  a  multitude  who  have  no 
fear  of  God  before  their  eyes  ;  and  that  our  holy  and  our 
beautiful  house  in  which  our  fathers  worshipped  should 
be  made  the  prey  of  the  libertine  and  the  scorn  of  the  pro- 
fane. No  wonder  that  when  we  look  for  judgment  we  find 
oppression,  and  for  righteousness  behold  a  cry ;  that  turn- 
ing to  the  seat  of  justice  wickedness  is  there,  and  to  the 
place  of  judgment,  iniquity  is  there.  Nevertheless  we  are 
not  forsaken,  though  persecuted ;  cast  down,  we  are  not 
destroyed ;  perplexed,  we  are  not  in  despair.  Our  God 
is  the  God  of  salvation,  and  "  the  Lord  shall  judge  his 
people." 

Assuming  that  the  Scriptures  are  for  universal  and  per- 
manent application,  and  that  the  Almighty  has  a  peculiar 
people  wherever  these  Scriptures  are  promulged — we  pro- 
ceed now  to  a  more  particular  examination  of  this  part  of 
our  subject. 

1. — The  characteristic  features  of  the  Lord's  people,  are 
by  no  means  indefinite.  The  Word  of  God  is  very  plain 
in  their  description.  Let  us  look  at  them  so  as  to  ascer- 
tain the  reality  of  our  own  condition  before  God,  and  to 
render  personally  as  well  as  nationally  profitable  the  in- 
structions of  this  solemn  day.  As  God  is  a  Spirit,  and 
makes  the  mind  of  man  the  sanctuary  of  that  divine  prin- 
ciple which  is  the  essence  of  true  religion,  it  is  not  for  us 
to  pronounce  an  absolute  verdict  upon  personal  claims  to 
godliness,  but  to  leave  with  him  who  searches  the  heart 

Isaiah  lxiv.  11.     Isaiah  v.  7,     Eccles  iii.  16.     2  Cor.  iv.  9.     John  iv.  24. 
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the  final  decision,  and  to  his  operations  upon  individual 
conscience  the  conviction  or  acquittal.  We  can  only  lay 
down  those  doctrines  the  practical  belief  of  which  identifies 
the  regenerated  children  of  grace,  and  the  profession  of 
which  justifies  the  appellations  of  a  scriptural  nation  and 
a  Christian  people. 

That  man  is  naturally  at  enmity  with  God,  and  under 
the  denouncement  of  his  wrath  and  curse — that  the  Lord 
has  no  pleasure  in  the  death  of  him  that  dieth — that  God 
was  in  Christ  reconciling  the  world  unto  himself,   not  im- 
puting unto  men  their  trespasses — that  whosoever  believcth 
on  the  Son  of  God  hath  life — and  that  there  is  no  other 
name  given  under  heaven  among  men  by  which  they  can 
be  saved,  but  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ — this,  this  is  the 
sum  of  that  revelation,  whereby  is  made  known  through 
the  Church  the  manifold  wisdom  of  God,  and  which  is 
published  to  all  nations  for  the  obedience  of  faith.     Did 
our  time  and  the  special  object  of  this  service  permit,  we 
might  enlarge  upon  that  unity  of  the  faith  which  embraces 
the  distinctive  sections  of  a  community  to  whom  Christ 
is  all  ;  where  there  is  neither  Jew  nor  Greek,  barbarian, 
Scythian,  bond  nor  free;  whose  spiritual  uniformity,  rather 
than  circumstantial  conformity,  at  the  same  time  manifests 
one  Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptism,  and  contrasts  with  that 
affected  outward  union  in  which  there  is  neither  sympathy 
nor  community.     Suffice  at  present  that  the  principles  of  a 
Christian  people  are    summarily   stated   by  the  inspired 
psalmist,  where  it  is  written,  Gather  my  saints  together 
unto  me,  those  that  have  made  a  covenant  with  me  by  sa- 
crifice ;   thus  teaching  the  spiritual  union  of  believers  in 
him  who  is  the  great   Shepherd  of  souls,  and  who  laid 
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down  his  life  for  the  sheep.  Where  this  saving  doctrine 
and  the  practical  principles  it  involves  so  far  prevail  and 
operate  among  a  people,  that  by  general  consent  the  book 
which  conveys  them  is  adopted  as  the  oracle  of  the  country — 
where  the  ordinances  which  the  Bible  has  instituted — the 
worship  it  prescribes — the  administration  it  sanctions — 
and  the  moral  obligation  it  devolves — where  these  are  sus- 
tained, by  the  ruling  voice  of  a  people  in  the  conduct  of 
their  chosen  governors  and  legislators — there  is  a  righteous 
nation  that  keepeth  the  truth,  a  kingdom  whose  God  is 
the  Lord,  and  a  people  whom  he  has  chosen  for  his  inhe- 
ritance. 

Read,  for  confirmation  of  this,  the  words  of  Moses  else- 
where :  Behold  I  have  taught  you  statutes  and  judgments, 
even  as  the  Lord  my  God  commanded  me,  that  you  should 
do  so  in  the  land  whither  ye  go  to  possess  it.  Keep  there- 
fore and  do  them ;  for  this  is  your  wisdom  and  your  under- 
standing in  the  sight  of  the  nations,  which  shall  hear  all 
these  statutes,  and  say,  surely  this  great  nation  is  a  wise 
and  an  understanding  people.  For  what  nation  is  there  so 
great,  who  hath  God  so  nigh  unto  them  as  the  Lord  our 
God  is  in  all  things  that  we  call  upon  him  for.  And  what 
nation  is  there  so  great  that  hath  statutes  and  judgments 
so  righteous  as  all  this  law  which  I  set  before  you  this  day. 
For  this  commandment  which  I  command  thee  this  day  is 
not  hidden  from  thee,  neither  is  it  far  off.  It  is  not  in 
heaven,  that  thou  shouldest  say,  who  shall  go  up  for  us  to 
heaven,  and  bring  it  unto  us,  that  we  may  hear  it  and  do 
it  ?  Neither  is  it  beyond  the  sea,  that  thou  shouldest  say, 
who  shall  go  over  the  sea  for  us,  and  bring  it  unto  us,  that 
we  may  hear  it  and  do  it.     But  the  word  is  very  nigh  unto 

Isaiah   xxvi.  2.      Ps.  xxxiii.  J 2, 


11 

thee,  and  in  thy  mouth,  and  in  thy  heart,  that  thou  mayest 
do  it.     Now  that  all  this  is  to  be  understood  not  only  of 
the  law  of  Moses,  and  the  people  under  his  immediate  ju- 
risdiction, is  plainly  taught  us  by  the  apostle  Paul,  who 
identifies  the  Word  of  God  with  the  Gospel  which  lie 
preached,  and  the  glory  of  the  naticn  which  God  chooses 
for  his  people,   with  the  prevailing  influence  of  that  faith 
in  Christ  which   comes  by  hearing,  and   hearing  by   the 
ordinance    of    God.      Herein,   my   brethren,     we    learn 
the   cause    and  the  character  of  our   pre-eminence    as  a 
nation  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  and  are  warned  to 
keep  the  statutes  and  the  commandments  and  the  judg- 
ments which  are  our  glory  and  our  life.     We  may  now 
notice, 

2. — The  peculiar  privilege  of  such  a  kingdom   as    wc 
have  described.  "  The  Lord  shall  judge  his  people,  and  re- 
pent himself  for  his  servants."     The  language  of  the  text 
seems  to  express  both  the  juridical  and  vindicative  provi- 
dence of  God.     It  intimates  a  common  recognition  of  his 
moral  government,  by  religious  nations,  and  his  righteous 
administration  in  all  the  political  or  circumstantial  affairs 
of  kingdoms.     In  other  words,  it  expresses  an  affiance,  by 
them  that  fear  him,  in   his    covenant   favor  and  justice  ; 
and  declares  the  special  responsibility    of  them   among 
whom  the  doctrine  of  his  judicial  providence  obtains. — 
The  proper  interpretation  of  the  passage  before  us  seems 
to  be  given  in  another  scripture,  where,  speaking  of  his 
chosen  people,  the  prophetic  psalmist  says,  If  his  children 
forsake  my  law  and  walk  not  in  my  judgments,  if  they 
break    my    statutes    and   keep    not   my    commandments ; 
then  will  I  visit  their  transgressions  with   the  rod,  and 

Deut.  iv.  5,  S.      Dcut.  sxx.  2i  ct  seq.       Rom,  s.  6.  et  s»eq. 
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their  iniquities  with  stripes.     Nevertheless  my  loving  kind 
ness  will  I  not  utterly  take  from  him,  nor  suffer  my  faith- 
fulness to  fail.     My  covenant  will  I  not  break,  nor  alter 
the  thing  that  is  gone  out  of  my  lips. 

It  is  unnecessary,  I  should  suppose,  to  insist  at  this 
time  upon  the  truth  of  a  judgment  to  come,  when  the  se- 
crets of  every  heart  shall  be  revealed,  and  when  we  shall  be 
rewarded  every  man  according  to  his  works.  Enough 
upon  the  general  doctrine,  that  God  has  appointed  a  day 
in  the  which  he  will  judge  the  world  in  righteousness  by 
that  man  whom  he  hath  ordained ;  whereof  he  hath  given 
assurance  unto  all  men,  in  that  he  hath  raised  him  from  the 
dead.  Our  text  requires  the  assertion  of  a  special  Provi- 
dence in  all  the  particular  facts  that  occur  in  the  national 
politics  of  the  world  ;  and  declares  the  harmonious  unifor- 
mity of  causes  and  effects  which  is  an  irrefragable  law  of 
moral  nature,  to  be  the  judicial  arrangement  of  that  Being 
who  is  righteous  in  all  his  ways,  and  holy  in  all  his 
works.  This  doctrine  of  a  judicial  Providence  none  will 
deny  who  is  not  prepared  to  deny  any  other  and  every 
other  doctrine  which  rests  not  on  the  wisdom  of  men  but 
on  the  word  of  God.  The  authority  which  establishes  the 
truth  of  a  moral  Providence,  evidently  implies  the  special 
jealousy  with  which  God  regards  those  whose  obligations 
are  commensurate  with  their  superior  privileges.  That 
servant  who  knew  his  Lord's  will  and  did  it  not,  shall 
be  beaten  with  many  stripes  ;  but  he  that  knew  not  his 
Lord's  will  and  did  commit  things  worthy  of  stripes,  shall 
be  beaten  with  few  stripes.  For  unto  whomsoever  much 
is  given,  of  him  shall  much  be  required,  &c.  What  do 
we  learn  from  such  passages  as  the  following :  Hear  this 

IV  lxxxix.  Si),  34.    Ec.  xii.M.   Actsxvii.  Si.    Fs.cxlv.  17.    Lukcxii,  48. 


13 

word  that  the  Lord  hath  spoken  against  you,  O  children  of 
Israel,  against  the  whole  family  which  I  brought  up  from 
the  land  of  Egypt ;  you  only  have  I  known  of  all  the  fa- 
milies of  the  earth,  therefore  will  I  punish  you  for  all 
your  iniquities.  Woe  unto  thee  Chorazin,  woe  unto  thee 
Bethsaida,  for  if  the  mighty  works  which  have  been  done 
in  you  had  been  done  in  Tyre  and  Sidon,  they  would  have 
repented  long  ago  in  sackcloth  and  in  ashes.  And  thou 
Capernaum,  which  art  exalted  unto  heaven,  shalt  be 
brought  down  to  hell ;  for  if  the  mighty  works  which  have 
been  done  in  thee  had  been  done  in  Sodom  it  would  have 
remained  until  this  day.  Is  it  for  a  Christian  people  to  re- 
ceive these  sayings  of  the  incarnate  Wisdom  as  words  of 
no  meaning  ?  Shall  we  be  virtually  told,  that  the  visita- 
tions of  plagues,  pestilence  and  famine — of  rapine,  tyranny, 
and  strife,  that  at  times  desolate  the  kingdoms  of  the 
earth,  are  mere  accidents  in  the  world  of  an  omnipotent 
and  all-wise  Creator  ?  or  are  we  to  regard  them  as  the 
mere  pastime  of  the  capricious  demons  of  heathen  fable, 
that  are  to  be  propitiated  by  acts  as  nefarious  as  the  evils 
they  incur  ?  O  no,  my  brethren,  we  have  not  so  been 
taught.  If  there  is  evil  in  the  city  the  Lord  hath  done  it ; 
affliction  cometh  not  forth  from  the  dust ;  neither  doth 
trouble  spring  out  of  the  ground.  The  universal  history  of 
t)ur  own  country  is  a  running  commentary  upon  the  Scrip- 
ture that  righteousness  exalteth  a  nation,  but  sin  is  a  re- 
proach to  any  people.  The  criterion  of  our  prosperity  as 
a  nation  has  ever  been  our  national  piety.  Invariable  as 
the  rise  and  fall  of  the  mercurial  fluid,  with  the  changes 
of  the  atmospheric  temperature,  have  been  the  fluctuations 
of  our  national  glory  and  our  national  faith.  (8)     If  we  can 

Amosiii.  1,  2,     Matt.  xi.  2J.     Amos,  iii.6.     Prov,  xiv.  31. 
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imagine  that  this  fact  is  the  accidental  coincidence  of  infi- 
nite complication,  we  may  as  well  adopt  at  once  the  creed 
of  the  atheist,  and  declare  the  whole  structure  of  material 
nature  to  be  only  an  accidental  concurrence  of  atoms. 

Apply  these  premises,  my  brethren,  to  our  present  embar- 
rassments; and  distractions  apply  them  to  the  deteriora- 
tion of  our  trade,  the  reiterated  invasions  of  famine,  the 
recurrings   of  seditions,   plots,  and  predatory   wars,  that 
fright  the  isle  from  its  propriety,  and  make  us  almost  feel 
as  strangers   in  our  own   land.      Is  there    not  a  cause  ? 
is  not  the  real  cause  of  these  physical  and  social  evils  the 
dereliction  of  moral  duty,  and  the  abandonment  of  moral 
principle ;  the   contempt  of  God's  authority,  and  the  re- 
nouncement of  his  word  ;  the  blasphemy  of  them  who  vio- 
late the  sanctity  of  an  oath  that  they  may  persecute  the 
people,  and  desecrate  the  sanctuary,  and  abrogate  the  or- 
dinances of  the  Most  High  ?  The  man  who  is  not  besotted 
with  superstition,  or  benummed  by  infidelity,  cannot  but 
acknowlege  that  the  whirlwind   of   the  Lord  hath   gone 
forth  in  fury,  even  a  grievous  whirlwind,  and  the  pleasant 
places  of  the  land  are  made  desolate,  because  our  way  is 
become  evil,  and  our  course  is  not  right.      Contrast  the 
character  and  condition  of  Great  Britain  during  the  last 
seven  or  ten  years  with  the  state  of  the  empire  during  the 
same  term  preceding,  and  our  doctrine  will  be  obvious. — 
With  respect,  indeed,  to  Ireland,  as  a  separate  section  of 
the  empire,  she  has  for  many  ages  presented  an  example  of 
the  withering  and  wasting  influence  of  ignorance  and  irre- 
ligion.  Notwithstanding  the  proverbial  intelligence  and  sen- 
sibility of  her  people,  her  earliest  annals  and  her  succes- 
sive records  are  little  more  than  a  chronicle  of  treasons, 

Jcr.  xxiii.  !f>. 
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stratagems,  and  wars.  Predatory  enterprises  and  amatory 
adventures,  that  give  an  air  of  romance  to  the  reality  of 
her  character,  are  the  chief  subjects  of  her  history ;  and  her 
place  among  the  nations  is  as  the  eccentric  course  of  a 
planet,  uninfluenced  by  the  common  laws  of  nature ;  and 
she  exists,  an  exception  to  the  universal  benefit  of  social 
confederation,  unblessing  and  unblest.  Her  connexion 
with  England  has  had  little  or  no  effect  upon  her  morals 
or  her  happiness.  The  same  principles  and  the  same 
habits,  with  a  change  of  name  and  a  variety  of  agency, 
have  characterised  Ireland  under  the  Druids  and  Ireland 
under  the  Pope.  The  man  of  sin,  that  subordinates  all 
passions  and  propensities  to  his  indomitable  pride,  has 
enlisted  under  his  banner,  and  disciplined  to  his  service, 
the  intellects  and  energies  of  a  people  inferior  to  none  under 
heaven  in  the  common  faculties  of  our  nature.  The  ex- 
ceptions to  that  degeneracy  we  have  sketched  are  in  the 
partial  relief  of  education  and  social  order  in  the  settle- 
ments of  the  north  and  the  palatinates  of  the  south ;  where, 
indeed,  there  is  little  in  common  with  the  older  inhabi- 
tants of  the  island  but  a  legal  naturalisation.  (4)  We  speak, 
therefore,  of  the  empire  as  a  whole,  when  inviting  to  a 
contrast  of  recent  and  earlier  circumstances  ;  and  nothing 
can  be  more  striking  than  the  disparity.  So  long,  and  to 
the  same  extent  as  the  distinctive  principles  of  Protestant- 
ism were  maintained,  the  British  empire  prospered  in 
every  thing  that  may  be  considered  a  national  blessing. — 
In  the  days  of  George  the  Just,  when  rulers  acted  on  the 
principle  that  sound  policy  is  that  which  secures  the 
greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number,  and  that  the  richest 
benefits  of  a  state  are  those  which  enlightened  piety  in- 
volves— our  British  Israel  was  the  glory,  and  envy,  and 
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umpire  of  all  lands.  In  those  days  no  weapon  which  was 
formed  against  her  prospered.  She  put  to  flight  the  ar- 
mies of  the  aliens — crushed  her  enemies  to  the  dust — and 
trampled  on  the  necks  of  her  foes.  From  that  evil  hour 
when  the  ever  active  genius  of  Popery  again  found  way  into 
the  high  estates  of  the  land,  we  witness  a  gradual  recur- 
rence of  all  those  calamities  which  in  every  country, 
through  every  age,  have  formed  the  terrific  retinue  of  the 
man  of  sin.  With  that  act  of  the  Manasseh  of  England 
that  assigned  over  the  charter  of  our  privileges  and  repu- 
diated the  authority  of  Jehovah,  in  yielding  to  the  demands 
of  Popish  and  infidel  conspirators,  forthwith  departed  the 
guardian  angel  of  our  country,  and  left  us  to  the  alliance 
we  had  formed  with  the  enemies  of  the  Highest,  that  we 
might  find  Popish  Egypt  a  bruised  reed,  on  which  if  a 
man  lean  it  will  go  into  his  hand  and  pierce  it.  The  succes- 
sive measures  of  government  appear  to  have  been  only 
the  dictates  of  a  judicial  infatuation.  An  acknowledged 
homage  to  the  "spirit  of  the  age,"  which  has  but  served  to 
promote  sedition,  to  strengthen  faction,  and  render  arro- 
gant the  traffickers  in  treason  and  in  atheism,  seems  at 
length,  in  desperate  recklessness,  to  be  bent  on  inverting  the 
order  of  moral  nature,  in  making  magistrates  a  praise  for 
evil  doers,  and  a  punishment  for  them  that  do  well. 

Here  we  shall  pause  for  a  moment,  and  ask,  do  these 
things  concern  us  not  ?  Do  they  devolve  no  responsibilit}' 
upon  us  ?  Are  they  matters  for  speculation  only  ?  Alas, 
my  brethren,  we  ourselves  are  verily  guilty  in  respect  of 
these  things.  If  not  by  positive  approval  and  advocacy, 
yet  by  tacit  neutrality  and  acquiescence,  we  have  encou- 
raged the  growing  infidelity  and  bigotry  by  which  are  faci- 

Isaiuh  xxxvi.  6.     1  Pet.  ii.    4. 
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litated  the  despotic  measures  of  wicked  and  selfish  men. 
We  have  too  passively  witnessed  the  invasion  of  Zion, 
whilst  with  impractical  affectation  of  confidence  in  God, 
we  have  grieved  his  holy  Spirit,  and  provoked  him  to  give 
us  over  to  the  will  of  our  enemies.  Judah  mourneth,  and 
the  gates  thereof  languish ;  they  are  black  to  the  ground  ; 
and  the  cry  of  Jerusalem  is  gone  up.  Shall  we  therefore 
sink  in  helplessness  ?  Because  our  indifference  has  merited 
his  anger  and  entailed  these  calamites,  shall  we  say  his 
mercy  is  clean  gone  for  ever,  and  he  will  no  more  be 
favorable  to  his  heritage  I  O  no,  no,  God  will  not  always 
chide,  neither  will  he  keep  his  anger  for  ever.  Though  he 
judge  his  people,  "  he  will  repent  himself  for  his  servants." 
Repentance  is  a  word  of  some  difference  in  meaning 
when  spoken  of  God  and  of  his  creatures — used  of  men  it 
means  such  a  change  of  mind  as  leads  back  again  to  the 
righteousness  of  condition  and  character,  to  the  integrity 
of  principle  and  purity  of  heart,  in  which  man  was  origi- 
ginally  created.  Spoken  of  God,  it  cannot  imply  any 
change  either  in  his  nature  or  purpose.  Without  varia- 
bleness or  the  shadow  of  turning — because  infinite  in 
being  and  perfect  in  attribute,  Jehovah  is  yesterday,  and 
to-day,  and  for  ever  the  same.  However  diverse  may 
be  the  sensible  operations  of  Divine  Providence,  the  coun- 
sel of  the  Lord  standeth  for  ever,  the  thoughts  of  his  heart 
to  all  generations.  That  the  contingencies  of  our  experience 
are  the  decrees  of  his  Sovereignty  is  plain  from  the  unifor- 
mity with  which  the  same  effects  and  causes  are  con- 
nected ;  and  from  the  invariable  moral  principle  manifested 
in  all  the  chances  and  changes  of  this  material  state.  The 
equity  of  the  divine  administration    is  illustrated  by   all 

Jer.  xiv,  ?.      Ps.  ciii.  9.     Jas.  i,  17.     Ps.xxxiii.il. 
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the  fluctuations  of  secular  circumstances,  whether  the  va- 
riations in  national  polity — the  revolutions  of  empires — the 
election,  transfer,  and  extinction  of  dynasties — or  the 
degradation  of  dignities  and  powers.  His  absolute 
grace  to  the  church,  or,  in  other  words,  to  the  nations  in 
which  the  influence  of  the  truth  of  God  prevails,  and  his 
integrity  to  those  promises  which  are  specially  made  to 
such  as  fear  him  and  hope  in  his  mercy,  are  distinctly 
taught  in  the  text  before  us.  Indeed,  unless  we  make  the 
principle  and  privileges  of  godliness,  in  personal  and  in- 
dividual operation,  matters  of  uncertain  and  precarious 
existence — unless  we  attach  a  capriciousness  to  the  electing 
love  of  God,  and  a  fluctuating  value  to  the  blood  of  the 
everlasting  covenant,  the  permanency  of  the  church's 
dominion  and  glory  must  be  a  necessity  in  the  church's 
constitution.  Every  believer  is  a  child  of  God,  by  parti- 
cipation of  the  Divine  nature.  Every  believer  as  an  heir 
of  God  is  a  joint-heir  with  Christ.  Every  believer  has  an 
interest  in  all  the  fulness  which  is  given  of  God  to  the 
Redeemer.  Every  believer  is  in  Christ  an  inheritor  of  all 
things ;  whether  the  world,  or  life,  or  death,  or  things 
present  or  things  to  come — all  are  his,  because  he  is  Christ's, 
and  Christ  is  God's.  That  which  is  the  property  or  privi- 
lege of  every  part  must  be  the  property  or  privilege  of 
the  whole ;  and  hence  the  security  of  the  church,  and 
hence  the  interposition  of  Jehovah  in  the  church's 
behalf,  when  tribulations  have  worked  patience,  and  pa- 
tience experience,  and  experience  hope.  The  mountains 
shall  depart,  and  the  hills  be  removed ;  but  my  kindness 
shall  not  depart  from  thee,  neither  shall  the  covenant  of 
my  peace  be  removed,  saith  the  Lord,  that  hath  mercy  on 

2  Pet.  i.  4.      Rom.  viii.  7.      Gal.  iv.  7.      Col.  i.  1  9.     Eph.  iii.  <9. 
lirh.  i.  »,      ]    Cor.  iii.  22,      Isaiah  liv.  10. 
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thee.  The  church's  pride  may  provoke  his  anger ;  her 
sloth  may  induce  his  chastisements ;  her  disobedience 
may  require  that  he  should  for  a  while  hide  his  face  from 
her,  and  thus  apparently  leave  her,  till  she  has  tasted  the 
fruit  of  her  own  doings,  and  is  brought  in  sackcloth  to 
mourn  for  and  to  acknowledge  the  error  of  her  ways — 
but  he  has  loved  her  with  an  everlasting  love, 

Deep  on  the  palms  of  both  her  hands, 

He  has  engraved  her  name  ; 
His  hands  will  raise  her  ruin'd  walls, 

And  build  her  broken  frame. 

Having  so  far  described  the  Lord's  people,  and  estab- 
lished the  doctrine  of  a  judicial  and  conservative  Provi- 
dence toward  them,  we  shall  now  proceed  to  consider 

II. — The  ordinary  circumstances  in  which  God 
specially  interposes  for  his  people. — In  this  propo- 
sition I  would  be  understood  as  referring  rather  to  the 
manner  than  the  fact,  that  is,  the  special  manifestation, 
and  not  the  special  operation  of  Divine  Providence.  The 
law  of  moral  nature,  as  already  shown,  is  absolute  and  ir- 
refragable. The  ostensible  intervention  of  God  at  a  parti- 
cular season  affects  not  the  truth  of  his  positive  agency  at 
every  season.  The  ministration  of  spiritual  auxiliaries  on 
behalf  of  Israel  was  as  real  before  Elisha's  servant  beheld 
the  angelic  host  round  about  the  mountain,  as  it  was  when 
his  eyes  were  open  to  see  the  horses  and  chariots  of  fire. — 
The  text  asserts,  however, 

1. — That  it  is  in  circumstances  of  emergency  the  special 
manifestations  of  Providence  are  made.  It  is  not  the  ha- 
bitual practice  of  the  Almighty  to  show  his  goings.  Ve- 
rily thou  art  a  God  that  hidest  thyself,  O  God  of  Israel, 
the  Savior.     If  the  wisdom  of  men  forbids  to  embark  in 

Jer.   xxxi.  Z.     2  Kings  vi.  17.      Isaiah  xlv,  15. 
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needless  enterprises,  or  to  make  disclosures  that  may  tend 
to  neutralise  their  plans  and  energies,  much  more  shall 
the  wisdom  of  God  reserve  his  special  agency  for  necessary 
uses,  and  thus  prevent  the  contemptuous  abuse  of  his 
goodness.  The  nature  of  man  and  the  character  of  God 
require  that  the  blessedness  of  his  people  should  be  the 
concomitant  of  faith  and  the  reward  of  godliness.  Habi- 
tual manifestations  of  his  overruling  Providence,  were  such 
morally  possible,  would  be  the  frustration  of  his  purposes 
and  the  counteraction  of  his  beneficence.  They  would 
go  to  the  very  root  of  that  principle  which  sees  him  that  is 
invisible ;  and  paralise  those  energies  that  are  the  proper 
mechanism  in  achieving  the  triumphs  of  faith.  Yea,  the 
perfections  of  God  would  become  the  contempt  of  the  in- 
fidel, were  they  ostensibly  put  forth  when  common  means 
appeared  sufficient  for  the  purpose  of  their  manifestation. — 
The  many  promises  of  his  constant  watchfulness  and  pro- 
tection, and  the  many  demonstrations  of  his  interference 
on  behalf  of  his  people,  are  rather  for  our  practical  faith 
than  our  quiescent  observation.  As  in  personal  piety 
the  motive  and  the  impulse  to  work  out  our  own  salvation, 
is,  that  God  worketh  in  us  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his 
good  pleasure,  so  in  respect  of  the  external  concerns  of  the 
Church,  it  is  the  ground  of  his  people's  confidence  and 
courage  in  times  of  danger,  that  our  God  is  the  God  of 
salvation,  and  "  he  will  repent  himself  for  his  servants." 
Whether,  however,  it  be  by  miraculous  manifestation  or 
in  the  ordinary  manner  of  Providence,  it  will  be  found  that 
the  hand  of  the  Lord  is  with  them  "  when  their  power  is 
gone,  and  there  is  none  shut  up  or  left." 
The  history  of  that  people  to  whom  Moses  first  addressed 

He!>,  xl,  27,     Phil!,  ii,   12,   IS, 
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the  words  of  the  text  is  abundant  in  the  examples  of  this 
truth.     At  the  lowest  condition  of  degradation  to  which  it 
is  possible  for  a  people  to  be  reduced — when  the  oppres- 
sion of  their  taskmasters   threatened  their  very  extermina- 
tion ;  when  the  iron  entered  their  soul,  and  every  hope  of 
preservation  had  fled;  it  was  then  that  the  Lord  spake  unto 
Moses,  saying,  I  have   surely  seen   the  affliction  of  my 
people  which  are  in  Egypt,  and  I  have  heard  their  cry,  for 
1  know  their  sorrows,  and  I  am  come  down  to  deliver  them. 
I  need  not  dwell  upon  all  the  instances  in  which  God  re- 
membered them  in  their  low  estate,  and  with  an  uplifted 
hand  and  an  outstretched  arm   delivered  them  from  their 
enemies  that  were  mightier  than  they.     See  their  dangers 
and  deliverances  under  Joshua,  and  Gideon,    and  Jeho- 
shaphat,    and  Hezekiah ;    when    they  slew    the    Anakim, 
subdued  the  Canaanites,  routed  Moab,  and   defeated  the 
Assyrians.     Look  at  them  in  their  captivity   in  Babylon  ; 
their  dynasty  cut  off — their  nobles  degraded — their  priest- 
hood slain — their  sons  and  their  daughters  bondmen  and 
bondwomen — their  very  prophets  in  dejection,  with    their 
harps  hung  upon  the  willows,  as   they   sit  down  by  the 
rivers  of  Babylon,  and  weep  in  remembrance  of  Zion.    For 
seventy  long  years  was  Judah  a  reproach  and  Zion  a  de- 
solation.    But  God  forgot  not  his  holy  covenant ;  in  all 
their  affliction  he  was  afflicted,  and  the  angel  of  his  pre- 
sence saved  them.     They  cried  to  him  in  their  trouble  ;  he 
rode  upon  the  cherubim  to  their  help  ;  and  when  the  Lord 
turned  again  the   captivity   of  Zion   they    were   like  them 
that  dream. 

I   will  not,  my  brethren  this  day   go  into  a    review  of 

Exodus  iii.  7.       Psaljns  cxxvi.  1, 


•» 


Jehovah's  dealings  with  the  British  empire,  in  ail  the  vi- 
cissitudes of  her  historj -.  Our  country  is  a  monument  of 
God's  mercy,  on  which  are  inscribed  a  thousand  memo- 
rials of  his  goodness,  in  confirmation  of  the  doctrine  in  the 
text.  Begin  with  her  reformation  from  Popery.  At  the  time 
when  spiritual  despotism  held  in  iron  grasp  the  common 
mind  of  Europe — when  ecclesiastical  luxury  battened  on 
the  physical  resources  and  enervated  the  moral  faculties  of 
universal  society — when  darkness  covered  the  earth,  and  a 
gross  darkness  the  people,  that  afforded  the  god  of  this 
world  an  opportunity  to  exercise  the  mighty  energies  of 
his  apostate  intellects  for  the  desolation  of  nature ;  and 
had,  in  fact,  originated  that  master-piece  of  moral  mecha- 
nism which  was  wielded  by  the  legions  of  Jesuitry  and  mo- 
nachism  ; — when,  in  short,  there  was  only  a  remnant  of  his 
heritage  with  whom  hope  itself  was  not  extinct ; — it  was 
then  that  the  dawn  of  inspired  truth,  breaking  on  the  ge- 
neral gloom,  quickening  to  life  the  dormant  faculties  of 
men,  and  exhibiting  up  the  hidden  things  of  dishonesty, 
wrought  that  commotion  in  the  moral  elements,  which  at 
length  exploded  in  the  assertion  of  Protestantism  under 
Edward  the  angel  king.  Follow  on  the  current  of  her  af- 
fairs. See  her  bondage  under  Mary — her  deliverance  by 
Elizabeth  ;  her  degradation  under  Charles — her  redemption 
by  Cromwell ;  her  poverty,  wretchedness,  and  misery  under 
James,  the  base  and  bigotted — her  relief  and  restoration 
by  William  of  glorious  name.  Oh,  on  what  a  theme  do  we 
enter  when  we  touch  the  characteristics  of  Jehovah's  inter- 
vention in  the  emergencies  of  our  beloved  land.  The  so- 
lemnities of  this  day,  my  brethren,  are  the  sacrifice  of  hap- 
piest recollections.  Permit  me  for  a  while  to  stir  up  your 
minds  in  grateful  remembrance  of  them.     Let  us  suppose 
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ourselves  among  that  valiant  company,  who,  on  the  30th 
of  June  in  1690,  are  marshalled  on  the  north  bank  of  the 
Boyne.  The  naval  armament  of  France  is  already  hovering 
on  the  coast,  to  cut  off  all  supplies  from  the  army  of  libe- 
rators. The  metropolis  with  its  resources  is  at  the  com- 
mand of  the  tyrant,  in  possession  of  his  creatures,  and 
within  a  raven's  flight  of  his  rear.  His  front  is  guarded 
by  a  rising  ground  and  a  river  deep  and  rapid.  His  fol- 
lowers are  an  infatuated  host,  goaded  on  to  conflict  by  the 
superstitious  hope  of  heaven  if  slain  in  the  slaughter  of 
heretics  ;  and  confident  of  victory  from  the  imagined  virtue 
of  a  popish  benediction  and  the  excellence  of  their  equip- 
ments. The  rest  we  shall  take  from  the  annals  of  the 
time.  (5) 

Is  not  this  narrative,  my  brethren,  an  instance  of  the 
fact  declared  by  our  text  this  day,  that  God  "  will  repent 
himself  for  his  servants,  when  he  seeth  that  their  power  is 
gone  ?"  But  long  as  I  have  detained  you  on  the  earlier  di- 
visions of  our  subject,  it  is  necessary  to  the  proper  expo- 
sition of  the  text  that  I  should  observe  again, 

2. — The  exigency  in  which  God  comes  to  his  people's 
deliverance  is  that  which  his  wisdom  and  not  their  weak- 
ness deems  such.  There  are  many  circumstances  which 
our  fears  may  magnify  into  extremities  that  are  by  no  means 
of  so  hopeless  a  character  as  we  suppose.  It  sometimes 
happens  that  the  greatest  apparent  evils  are  the  proximate 
causes  of  greatest  benefits.  Not  only  when  common  means 
have  been  used  without  success,  but  even  when  extra- 
ordinary measures  have  been  resorted  to  in  vain,  very 
simple  and  very  humble  agencies  may  surprise  us  by  the 
happy  effects  which  they  produce.  However  the  fact  of 
God's  care  of  his  people,  and  his   certain  interference  for 
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them  in  the  time  of  their  necessity  is  the  doctrine  for  our 
faith,  alike  forbidding  the  rashness  of  our  fear  and  our  pre- 
sumption. He  that  keepeth  Israel  shall  neither  slumber 
nor  sleep.  The  eyes  of  the  Lord  run  to  and  fro  throughout 
the  whole  earth,  to  show  himself  strong  in  the  behalf  of 
them  whose  heart  is  perfect  toward  him. 

His  eye  with  infinite  survey 
Does  the  whole  world  behold  ; 

and  when  he  perceives  our  power  is  gone,  and  there  is 
none  shut  up  or  left ;  when  he  finds  it  necessary  for  his 
glory  to  convince  his  people  that  if  the  Lord  is  not  on  our 
side  in  vain  is  help  from  man  ;  he  will  not  long  delay  his 
mere}',  that  he  may  obtain  for  himself  a  glorious  name. 

III. — The  use  to  be  made  of  the  subject  by  God's 
people. — Whether  or  not  we,  my  brethren,  are  yet,  as  a 
community,  brought  to  that  extreme  state  of  oppression 
and  helplessness  in  which  there  is  no  hope  for  us  but  in 
the  extraordinary  hand  of  God,  is  not  now  our  question. 
The  Lord  loveth  the  gates  of  Zion  better  than  all  the 
dwellings  of  Jacob,  and  will  cause  all  things  to  work  to- 
gether for  her  good.  So  that  from  the  vicissitudes  which 
are  now  passing  before  men's  eyes,  and  causing  the  hearts 
of  not  a  few  to  fail  from  fear,  we  are  persuaded  that  the 
benefit  of  the  church  of  God  will  eventuate.  Neverthe- 
less the  gracious  language  of  the  text  is  for  practical  uses. 
Let  us  aim  to  improve  it.     We  remark  then, 

1. — It  teaches  that  the  patience,  faith,  and  meekness  of 
God's  people  are  subject  to  severe  trial.     We  are  not  to 
think  it  strange  that  blasphemy,  and  rebuke,  and  persecu- 
tion for  righteousness'  sake  should  arise,  as  though  some 
new  thing  happened.     Not  only  do  we  read  that  Christ 
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and  Belial  have  no  concord,  and  the  temple  of  God  no 
agreement  with  idolaters,  but  that  in  the  last  days  perilous 
times  shall  come ;  for  men  shall  be  lovers  of  their  own 
selves,  covetous,  boasters,  proud,  blasphemers,  truce- 
breakers,  false  accusers,  traitors,  departing  from  the  faith, 
giving  heed  to  seducing  spirits  and  doctrines  of  devils,  and 
so  on.  Yea,  we  are  to  look  for  a  more  marked  reign  of 
terror  as  the  march  of  intellect  and  the  progress  of  truth 
threaten  the  destruction  of  the  kingdom  of  darkness,  and 
the  universal  exaltation  of  the  throne  of  Christ.  Woe  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  and  of  the  sea,  for  the  devil  is 
come  down  unto  you  having  great  wrath,  because  he 
knoweth  he  hath  but  a  short  time.  Nothing  is  more  na- 
tural than  the  intrigues  and  cabals,  the  seditions,  factions, 
treasons,  with  which  Popery  has  of  late  years  carried  on 
her  long  suppressed  but  unextinguished  hostility  to  the 
Protestant  institutions  of  this  empire.  (6)  Nothing  is  less 
surprising  than  the  advantage  which  is  taken  of  the  strong 
hold  of  Protestant  credulity,  obtained  by  that  measure 
which  admitted  the  descendants  of  our  fathers'  mur- 
derers and  our  church's  spoliators  to  the  place  of 
legislation.  (7)  What  could  be  looked  for  but  that  which 
we  see — the  throne  insulted,  the  bench  degraded,  the 
church  proscribed,  the  righteous  persecuted  ?  In  one  place 
the  Word  of  God  burnt  by  a  popish  Priest ;  and  in  another 
buried  with  the  commendation  of  a  popish  Bishop.  In 
the  south  a  Christian  missionary  threatened  with  outlawry ; 
and  in  the  west  a  Protestant  Scripture  reader  placed  under 
bonds  ?  Here,  a  Bible  education  forbidden ;  and  yonder, 
the  Mass  and  Virgin  worship  taught  to  Protestant  youths. 
In  some  places  the  public  resources  of  the  Protestant  church, 

2   Cor,  vi,  C,     2  Tiin,  iii,   1,     Rev,  xii,  12. 
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denied  ;  in  others  the  private  property  of  a  gentleman  de- 
manded as  the  legitimate  revenue  of  a  popish  mass-house. 
A  Protestant  house  of  worship  demolished  in  one  quarter, 
and  Popish  convents  planted  in  others.  (8)  The  founders  of 
the  inquisition,  the  patron  saints  of  rebels  and  murderers, 
honored  by  the  presence  and  the  equipage  of  those  in 
power  ;  and  the  triumphs  of  the  cross,  and  the  benefits  of 
the  Bible,  and  the  achievements  of  religious  liberty,  for- 
bidden to  be  named.  These  are  indeed  distressing  and 
dejecting  facts  ;  however  we  are  prepared  for  them  by  the 
constitution  of  Providence,  and  the  records  of  by-gone 
times ;  whilst  our  subject  and  the  occasion  leads  us  to  ob- 
serve, 

2.  The  proper  conduct  required  under  these  circumstances. 
Here  we  would  suggest,  as  of  prime  importance,  submis- 
sion— not  surrender; — acquiescence  in  God's  will,  affiance 
in  his  wisdom,  assurance  of  his  mercy.  Neither  does  the 
duty  of  submission  warrant  an  inactive  dependance.  If 
when  their  power  is  gone  Jehovah  saves  his  people,  this 
implies  that  their  power  has  been  used  ;  and  so  the  con- 
nexion imports  that  all  lawful  means  have  been  resorted 
to.  Here,  then,  I  would  add,  prayerful  exertion  is  called 
for  by  dangers  and  disasters.  The  view  already  taken  of 
God's  positive  and  ostensible  providence  justifies  the  hope 
that  our  own  exertons,  when  originated  by  his  suggestion 
and  directed  by  his  word,  may  be  made  effectual  by  his 
blessing.  Though  he  manifest  not  his  agency  at  all  times, 
it  does  not  follow  that  he  withholds  it  at  any  time  ;  and  if 
in  a  proper  spirit  and  with  a  proper  object  his  people  are 
prompt  in  duty  he  will  prosper  the  work  of  their  hands. — 
The  Lord's  end  in  bringing  down  his  servants  to  the  dust, 
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is  that  the}  may  sec   in   what   they  have  erred,   by  pride, 
vain  confidence,    unbelief,    and   instability ;     and    when 
their   heart  is    overwhelmed    within    them,    lead   them 
to  the  rock  that  is  higher  than  they.     Great  as  is  the  com- 
fort that  God  will  not  utterly  give  over  his  people  to  the 
will  of  their  enemies,  it  is  equally  an  obligation  to  be  dili- 
gent in  the  application  of  our  present  energies,  and  the  em- 
ployment of  present  resources.     In  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
my  brethren,  let  us  set  up  our  banners ;  and  in  a  holy 
confederation  determine  to  hold  fast  our  profession,  if  need 
be,  to  blood  itself.     Let  us  make  our  appeal  to  Caesar  to 
continue  to  us  the  liberty  of  quietly  worshipping  God. 
Let  us  with  united  voice  renew,   and  repeat,  and  reiterate 
our  protest  against  any  encouragement  of  God-insulting 
and  soul-destroying  Popery.     Let  us  exercise  ourselves  to 
maintain  a  conscience  void  of  offence  toward  God   and 
toward  man  ;  so  long  as  we  contend  earnestly  for  the  faith 
once  delivered  to  the  saints.  Early,  and  active,  and  humble, 
and  holy  exertion  may  soon  succeed,  it  cannot  finally  fail. 
To  those  persons  who  may  be  induced  to  think  that  our 
character  as  a  Protestant  nation  has  become  too  degene- 
rate, and  that  our  responsibility  is  too  great,  to  hope  for 
any  favor  from  him  who  is  jealous,   and  revenge th,  and  is 
furious,    I  would  not  only  commend  the  promise  in  the 
text,  but  would  remind  them  of  the  happy,  happy  circum- 
stance which  has  within  the  current  month  become  the 
theme  of  the  national  gratitude.  The  King  has  spoken,  and 
his  heart  is  firm.     The  royal  son  of  England's  Hezekiah 
has  declared  for  the  God  of  his   fathers.  (9)     He  has  pro- 
claimed his  attachment  "from  the  deepest  conviction  to  the 
pure  Protestant  faith  ;  and  his  fixed  purpose,  detennination, 
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and  resolution  to  maintain  it."  Now  is  the  accepted  time 
to  record  our  vows, — to  rally  round  the  throne  of  our  earthly 
sovereign — and  to  bear  him  in  the  arms  of  our  grateful  af- 
fection to  the  King  of  kings.  In  this  holy  duty  be  of  one 
mind,  be  of  good  comfort,  live  in  peace,  and  the  God  of 
love  and  peace  shall  be  with  you.  I  shall  conclude  with 
but  one  other  particular,  namely, 

3. — The  individual  responsibility  involved  in  the  des- 
cription of  character  and  privilege  which  has  been  made. 
As  we  have  shown  how  all  common  blessings  of  a  Christian 
people  are  made  certain  by  the  individual  benefits  which 
true  religion  supplies,  we  must  press-upon  you,  my  brethren, 
in  the  conclusion  of  this  day's  solemnities,  the  necessity  of 
personal  godliness,  in  order  to  the  proper  use  of  this  sub- 
ject. Social  religion,  and  social  happiness  as  a  consequence, 
is  the  concrete  of  individual  interest  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
Is  thy  heart  right  in  the  sight  of  God  ?  Hast  thou,  a  guilty 
sinner,  and  a  child  of  wrath,  been  reconciled  to  God 
through  the  blood  of  his  Son,  and  been  made  an  heir  of 
the  righteousness  which  is  by  faith  ?  This  is  the  question 
for  every  one  in  this  assembly  to  take  up  and  put  faithfully 
to  his  conscience  in  the  sight  of  God.  He  who  is  regard- 
less of  personal  piety  may  accuse  himself  not  only  of  his 
individual  ruin  and  eternal  misery,  should  he  die  unchanged 
by  the  grace  of  Christ,  but  should  in  time  as  he  will  through 
eternity  feel  himself  more  miserable  in  his  misery,  that  he 
is  one,  if  not  the  one,  for  whose  sake  the  frown  of  God  and 
the  hand  of  the  enemy  have  fallen  upon  his  country.  God's 
people  are  his  collective  saints.  Each  of  us  by  his  holy 
faith  is  a  part  of  that  heritage  whose  portion  is  of  the 
Lord;  and  it  may  be  said,  therefore,  that  the  whole  freight 
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of  our  country's  concerns  is  laid  at  our  door.  Every  Pro- 
testant ought  to  be — every  true  Protestant  is — a  man  of 
faith,  a  man  of  holiness,  a  man  of  prayer.  His  covenant 
interest  with  Almighty  God,  his  moral  influence  among 
men,  his  active  patriotism  and  charity  are  the  conservative 
means  by  which  the  Divine  goodness  to  the  land  of  our  fa- 
thers is  exercised.  Give  diligence  then,  my  dear  brethren, 
to  make  your  own  calling  and  election  sure ;  for  here  is 
the  first  step  in  the  cultivation  of  a  public  spirit  and  the 
promotion  of  the  public  good.  As  ten  righteous  men  are 
enough  to  save  a  city  from  ruin,  so  if  the  Orangemen  of 
Ireland  are  individually  influenced  by  the  principle  of  their 
order,  and  act  up  to  that "  supreme  love  and  reverence  for  their 
Almighty  Maker,"  which  is  their  pledge  of  qualification 
and  their  bond  of  union,  they  will  be  the  means  of  preserv- 
ing this  nation  from  the  evils  to  which  it  is  exposed,  whe- 
ther from  the  pusillanimous  measures  of  foolish  counsel- 
lors, or  the  traitorous  combinations  of  selfish  and  wicked 
men.  The  fear  of  God  is  a  more  impregnable  bulwark 
than  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  confederated  men 
with  whom  we  are  associated, 

With  hearts  resolved  and  hands  prepared, 
The  blessings  they  enjoy  to  guard. 

Commit  yourselves  to  God  in  well  doing,  as  unto  a  faithful 
Creator,  and  he  will  establish  and  make  you  a  praise  in  the 
earth. — Amen. 


Gen.  xviii.  52. 


NOTES. 

(  l)  The  public  prints  of  1815  report  that  in  a  discussion  on  the  admission 
of  Papists  to  the  Legislature,  Earl  Grey  instituted  a  comparison  between 
the  sacramenlal  signs  in  the  communion  of  the  Protestant  churches  and 
the  alleged  Transubstantiation  in  the  Popish  Mass  ;  and  modestly  challenged 
the  "  ignorance"  of  Noble  Lords  in  their  conscientious  dissent  from  the  ortho- 
dox interpretation  of  the  polemical  peer,  If  such  be  the  fact,  it  does  not 
appear  that  eighteen  years'  experience  has  produced  any  great  change  in  his 
Lordship's  opinion.  His  fitness  to  govern  a  Christian  country  is  admirably 
shown  by  the  report  of  a  speech  on  late  measures  of  innovation,  in  which 
he  is  represented  to  have  said,  that  Popery  ''  is  us  Jit  to  be  the  established  reli- 
gion in  Ireland  as  Episcopacy  in  England  and  Presbytcrianism  in  Scot- 
land." Of  course,  so  astute  and  liberal  a  statesman  must  imagine  that  the 
harmony  and  happiness  of  a  country  are  identified  with  the  equal  encourage- 
ment of  all  systems  of  religion,  with  all  their  measures  for  self-propagation, 
that  may  happen  to  exist  in  a  country.  O  paradisaical  state  of  a  commercial 
nation  like  Britain,  should  Bhudduism  with  its  suttee,  Mahomedism  with 
its  sword,  and  Popery  with  its  inquisition,  have  a  clear  stage  and  no   favor. 

(2)  Mr.  Brougham,  in  his  inaugural  speech  as  Lord  Rector  of  Glasgow 
University — and  in  the  House  of  Commons,  in  1827,  on  occasion  of  pre- 
sen  ting  a  petition  from  Richard  Carlile,  ■who  had  been  convicted  and  im- 
prisoned for  publishing  a  blasphemous  libel. 

An  elaborate  note,  subjoined  to  an  "  Essay  on  some  of  the  difficulties  of 
St.  Paul,"  by  the  present  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  observes,  "  I  do  not  see  on 
what  principle  we  can  consistently  admit  the  authority  of  the  fourth  command- 
ment, and  yet  claim  exemption  from  the  prohibition  of  certain  meats,  and  of 
blood,  the  rites  of  circumcision,  &c.  ;"  excepting  that  "the  powers  of  the 
Church,  bestowed  by  Christ  himself  (even  independent  of  apostolic  example 
and  ancient  usage)  be  amply  sufficient  to  sanction  and  enforce  the  observance. " 
This  is  pretty  well  in  an  essay  from  a  Protestant  Bishop,  and  from  the  pen 
which  elsewhere  says,  "  if  we  allow  that  the  tradition  of  the  Church  is  compe- 
tent to  change  the  express  commands  of  God,  we  are  falling  into  one  of  the 
most  dangerous  errors  of  the  Romanists."  Such  a  sentiment  is,  to  be  sure, 
in  perfect  keeping  with  the  creed  of  one  whoholds  "  the  total  abrogation,  under 
the  gospel  scheme,  of  the  Mosaic  law  without  any  limitation  or  exception, — 
any  distinction  between  moral  and  ceremonial  or  civil  precepts." 

(3)  Read  upon  this  view  the  very  excellent  preface  to  a  "  New  Interpreta- 
tion of  the  Apocalypse  of  St.  John,"  by  the  Rev.  John  Croly,  "  Cvery 
reign,"  says  that  faithful  writer,  "that  attempted  to  bring  back  Popery,  or  even 
to  give  it  that  share  of  power  that  could  in  any  degree  prejudice  Protestantism, 
has  been  marked  by  signal  misfortune.  It  is  a  striking  circumstance,  that 
almost  every  reign  of  this  Popish  tendency  has  been  followed  by  one  purely 
Protestant  ;  and  as  if  to  make  the  source  of  the  national  peril  plain  to  all 
eyes,  those  alternate  reigns  have  not  offered  a  stronger  contrast  in  their  prin- 
ciples than  in  their  public  fortunes.  Let  the  rank  of  England  be  what  it 
might  under  the  Protestant  Sovereign  it  ahvays  sank  under  the  Popish ;  . 
let  its  loss  of  honor  or  of  power  be  what  it  might  under  the  Popish  Sovereign 
it  always  recovered  under  the  Protestant,"  &c. 

(4)  A  few  years  more,  however,  and  the  rapid  outflow,  by  Protestant  emi- 
gration, will  have  left  few  of  those  valuable  people,  excepting  the  confede- 
rated body  for  whom  the  revolution  of  Ireland  and  the  final  extermination 
of  Popery  appear  to  be  reserved. 

(5)  On  the  night  preceding  the  battle  King  William  rode  up  to  the  bank  of 
the  river  to  reconnoitre,  when  a  shot  from  some  field  piece  at  the  enemies' 
side,  which  killed  a  man  and  two  horses  near  him,  grazed  his  shoulder  and 
produced  a  considerable  contusion.  A  momentary  confusion  among  his  at- 
tendants occasioned  a  loud  shout  of  joy  by  the  enemy,  who  imagined  he  was 
killed.  Their  whole  camp  resounded  with  acclamation.  The  report  soon 
reached  Dublin,  and  thence  was  conveyed  to  Paris,  where  bonfires  and  illu- 
minations celebrated  the  event.  In  an  hour  or  two  afterwards  William  rode 
through  his  camp  to  show  himself  to  his  soldiers;  and  after  the  deliberations 
of  a  council  of  war,  declared  his  intention  to  attack  the  enemy  in  the  morning. 
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At  <»ix  o'clock  next  morning,  General  Douglas,  young  Schomberg,  Portland, 
and  Auverquerque,  marched  towards  Slane  bridge,  and  passed  the  river  with 
very  little  opposition,  the  soldiers  wearing  green  boughs  in  their  hats  to  dis- 
tinguish them  from  the  enemy.  The  Popish  army  instead  of  meeting  the 
assault  faced  about  and  retreated,  Schomberg  following  and  doing  execution 
among  them.  At  this  moment  William's  main  body  was  brought  up,  the 
King  at  their  head  crossing  the  river  which  was  waist  high  under  a  general 
discharge  of  artillery.  The  Irish,  who  had  rallied,  opposed  the  landing  of 
the  remaining  troops  and  the  gathering  of  the  unformed  regiments  A\ith 
great  determination.  The  Duke  of  Schomberg,  passing  the  river,  put  himself 
at  the  head  of  the  Protestants,  saying,  as  he  pointed  to  the  enemy,  "Gentle- 
men, those  are  your  persecutors."  At  this  time  a  party  of  Irish  horse,  being 
mistaken  for  English,  rode  up  to  the  very  presence  of  the  Duke,  who  received 
two  severe  wounds  in  the  head.  Upon  detecting  the  mistake,  however,  the 
Protestants  threw  in  their  fire  among  the  Irish  with  tremendous  fury,  which 
unfortunately  shot  dead  their  own  general,  and  almost  proved  fatal  to  their 
cause.  The  enemy  availing  himself  of  the  confusion,  was  just  ready  to  fall 
upon  the  centre,  when  King  William,  with  his  Danish,  Dutch,  and  Ennis- 
killen  horse,  advanced  to  the  attack.  His  approach  struck  them  with  a  panic  ; 
they  made  a  sudden  halt,  and  facing  about  began  to  retreat  to  the  neighbouring 
village  of  Dunmore,  Here  again  they  made  a  vigorous  resistance,  which  caused 
the  troops  of  William  to  recoil,  and  the  whole  wing  would  have  been  routed  had 
not  a  strong  detachment  of  Cunningham's  and  Levison's  dragoons  providen- 
tially come  to  their  aid,  and  by  cutting  off  the  pursuit,  given  time  for  William's 
forces  to  rally  and  return  to  the  charge,  The  enemy  was  now  driven  before 
them,  their  General,  Hamilton,  was  taken;  and  in  a  short  time  the  Irish 
abandoned  the  field  with  precipitation, 

(6)  The  Irish  Education  Board,  created  by  the  Government  of  1 832, 
and  composed  of  Papists,  Socinians,  Antinomians,  and  other  individuals 
in  whom  no  portion  of  orthodox  Protestants  have  any  confidence,  have  not 
only  discarded  the  Sacred  Scriptures  from  their  system  of  instruction,  but  ab- 
solutely substituted  books  in  which  creature  worship  and  the  sacrifice  of 
the  Mass  are  daily  inculcated  upon  the  Protestant  youths  whose  parents  per- 
mit their  attendance  in  those  chartered  seminaries  of  idolatry. 

That  the  reduction  of  the  Established  Church,  and  with  this  the  suppression 
of  all  missions  of  Dissenting  Protestants  should  follow  such  concession,  to  the 
Jesuitical  agents  of  the  Vatican  is  all  very   natural — but  the  end  is  not  yet. 

(7)  If  any  thing  can  open  the  eyes  of  our  rulers  and  liberals  to  the  un- 
changed character  of  that  system,  whose  doctrines  of  "no  faith  with  heretics," 
and  *'  the  end  justifies  the  means,"  have  been  the  fruitful  source  of  treasons 
and  bloodshed,  it  must  surely  be  the  unblushing  vindication  of  grossest  perjui  y, 
iiiade  by  some  whose  solemn  oath  ''not  to  use  any  power  they  might  acquire"  by 
the  Emancipation  Act,  "  to  disturb  or  weaken  the  Protestant  Religion,"  has 
been  violated  in  every  possible  way.  It  is  recorded,  that  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  on  the  24th  January,  1832,  a  certain  papist  member  observed  that 
"  whatever  may  be  the  stipulations  of  treaties,  they  are  of  no  force  whatever  when 
religion  is  in  the  case.  ! !  "  An  additional  instance  of  this  liberal  manifestation 
is  reported  in  the  papers  of  this  very  day,  (July  28,  183  *)  in  the  following 
paragraphs: — <;  Mr,  Finch  presented  a  petition  from  William  Mairs,  com- 
plaining of  a  Roman  Catholic  priest  in  Ireland  having  urged  his  people  to 
commit  violence  upon  a  Scripture  reader,  who,  in  retaliation,  only  quoted 
some  texts,  for  which  he  was  taken  before  the  magistrate  and  held  to  bail  c  n 
the  instigation  of  the  said  priest,  and  praying  for  liberty  of  conscience.  Mr. 
Carew  O'Dwyer  had  no  doubt  that  the  petitioner  was  some  insolent  fanatic, 
who  had  first  insulted  the  priest,  and  interfered  with  his  congregation.  Ire- 
land was  infested  with  a  set  of  fanatics  who  had  no  honest  vocation,  but  went 
about  to  disturb  the  country  ;  and,  if  let  alone,  would  create  such  a  reign  of 
terror  and  persecution,  that  all  Birmingham  would  not  be  able  to  supply  a 
sufficient  number  of  thumb- screws  and  gridirons  to  torture  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics with" — (heir  and  lau°  liter.) 
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It  will  hardly  be  believed  by  the  Protestants  of  the  Empire,  that  the  facts 
of  the  case  upon  which  the  newspapers  have  (of  course  erroneously)  attributed 
to  Mr.  Carew  O'Dwyer  the  audacious  and  insolent  language  above  recited, 
are  simply  as  follows : — Mr.  Hughes,  a  popish  priest,  in  the  town  of 
Newport-pratt,  by  his  voluntary  acknowledgement  before  the  magistrates,  in 
September  last,  •'  advised  his  people  in  the  chapel  on  a  Sunday,  if  any  per- 
son went  into  their  villages  or  houses  to  talk  to  litem  about  religion,  to  put  them 
out  with pitcliforks,  to  hunt  the  dogs  after  them,  and  to  put  them  under  water 
for  so  many  minutes  !  !"  A  christian  man  named  Mairs  who  had  been  guilty 
of  the  anti-popish  sin,  and  who  was  alluded  to  by  the  priest,  was  overtaken 
by  this  person  a  few  days  after,  and  questioned  him  as  to  the  truth  of  such  a 
fact.  The  gentlemanly  reply  of  the  pious  priest  was,  "you  ruffian  of  the  world, 
you  impudent  puppy,  how  dare  you  speak  to  me  P  It  is  fitter  for  you  to  be  at 
home  ivalloping  the  pots  than  here."  The  man  in  reply  quoted  a  passage 
from  St.  Paul's  Epistles  (according  to  the  priest's  deposition)  I  Tim.  iv.  I,  l.i. 
which  in  his  estimation  was  calculated  to  make  him  commit  a  breach  of  the 
peace."  For  this  Mairs  was  summoned  before  the  Magistrates,  on  the 
priest's  epistolary  complaint  to  Sir  R.  A.  O'Donnell,  and  bound  over  to  keep 
the  peace  toward  the  reverend  gentleman. 

(8)  Incredible  as  are  many  of  these  facts,  they  are  all  established  by  indis- 
putable testimony.  The  documentary  evidence  of  some  has  already  appeared 
in  many  of  my  pamphlets;  the  following  affords  a  fair  earnest  of  what  may  be 
expected  as  the  happy  fruits  of  popish  prosperity.  At  a  meeting  held  in  the 
Romish  Chapel  at  Cong,  county  Antrim,  in  the  last  year,  a  petition  to  Par- 
liament was  resolved  on,  at  the  instance  of  the  priest,  calling  himself  the 
"  mitred  Abbot  of  Cong,"  praying  that  the  surrounding  territory  ^the  pro- 
perty of  Sir  R.  O'Donnell,  amounting  to  £3000  a  year,)  might  be  restrained 
to  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  originally  granted  by  the  petitioners'  pious 
ancestors!"  This  Sir  R.  O'Donnell  is  the  gentleman,  if  my  memory  is  correct, 
who  stated  on  the  magisterial  bench  in  the  case  above  named,  that  "  it  is  a  very 
great  offence  to  read  a  passage  of  Scripture  on  the  road  to  a  person,  and  the 
man  who  did  ought  to  be  punished  ! !"      He  will  reap  the  fruit  of  his  labors. 

A  rumor  exists,  the  truth  of  which  there  is  Httle  reason  to  doubt, 
that  Mr,  Littleton,  the  Secretary  for  Ireland,  some  time  since  gave  in- 
structions to  his  banker  to  pay  ten  pounds  to  the  service  of  the  La  Trappists, 
lately  settled  in  the  County  Waterford,  and  that  the  illustrious  mother  of 
England's  prospective  Queen  has  been  even  more  liberal  to  the  popish  Ca- 
thedral in  progress  of  erection  at  Tuam.     O  that  Protestants  were  wise. 

(9)  In  an  old  Newspaper  of  January  17,  1778,  the  following  interesting 
anecdote  is  recorded  of  his  present  most  Gracious  Majesty,  William  the 
Fourth,  which  indicates  that  a  late  Royal  Declaration  was  not  the  expression 
of  a  mere  momentary  excitement,  but  the  profession  of  an  early  acquaintance 
with  the  Religion  of  his  Majesty's  progenitors.  At  that  time  his  Majesty 
could  not  have  been  more  than  fourteen  years  of  age  ;  and  though  some  clouds 
have  in  the  interval  obscured  the  brightness  of  his  course,  (for  there  is  no- 
man  that  sinneth  not,  1  Kings  viii.  46.)  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  that  religion 
to  maintain  which  was  made  the  settlement  of  the  crown,  has  in  our  beloved 
Sovereign  more  than  a  political  supporter.  "  Prince  William  Henry,  when 
on  the  Newfoundland  station,  finding  a  few  Protestants  in  ihe  town  of  Pla- 
centia  who  had  no  public  place  of  worship,  nor  clergyman  to  perform  the 
service,  applied  to  one  of  the  magistrates  to  have  the  service  of  the  Protestant 
Church  read  in  the  court-house  every  Sunday.  The  gentleman  not  think- 
ing himself  of  sufficient  consequence  to  begin  the  duty,  requested  his  Royal 
Highness  to  set  the  example  and  he  should  afterwards  follow  it.  With  this 
request  the  Prince  readily  complied,  assembled  the  people  every  Sunday 
during  his  stay,  and  the  service  was  performed  with  all  suitable  solemnity. — 
On  his  departure,  he  laid  bis  commands  on  the  magistrate  to  follow  his  exam- 
ple, gave  a  purse  of  fifty  guineas,  which  he  said  was  all  he  could  then  spare, 
towards  building  a  church,  and  wrote  immediately  to  England  for  a  pulpit, 
an  altar  piece,  and  a  silver  communion  service,  all  which  arrived  soon  after."^ 


